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the annals of the stage, and it would have been curious indeed if writers of the day had refrained from stories and anecdotes of such a man. These, then, abound, vague and uncircumstantial after their kind, but nevertheless, supplemented by facts, they give one a passable portrait of a remarkable man, and a not unsatisfactory history of an extraordinary career.
At his death, Macklin was believed to be ninety-seven years of age ; but, not content with a life prolonged to these years, his biographers have endeavoured to show that he was at least a hundred and seven. The evidence for and against these positions is by no means important or conclusive; but the question has occupied so much space in theatrical and other records, that it cannot now be lightly cast aside. So bewildering, however, do I find the warfare of histrionic antiquarians which continuously rages round this knotty point, that I feel disinclined to pronounce a definite opinion upon the matter, or indeed do more than sum up the testimony upon which the two assumptions are based, and leave the decision to a jury of readers.
The main lines of the controversy are to be found in the three biographies of Macklin by Congreve, Kirkman, and Cooke. The memoir by Francis Aspey Congreve was published in 1798, and is a pamphlet of some sixty pages, containing an interesting and accurate account of the actor. With regard to the date of his birth, Congreve states that the matter is involved in some doubt, but mentions the year 1699, at the same time telling us that his birthplace was "the Barony of Quinshoven, one of the northernmost districts of Ireland." James Thomas Kirkman, of the Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn, published a second and somewhat inflated biography of Macklin in 1799. Kirkman describes himself as "a